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T homas Ernst Bechert, 91, died peacefully on March 4, 2023, in Annapolis,

Maryland. He is survived by his wife, Marjorie Bechert; children Katherine
and husband Philip Strauss, Carol and husband Alan Carroll, Fred and wife Shelly

Bechert, Susan and husband John Hunter; stepsons Michael and wife Scarlett Wirth,

Wilhelm Wirth, and Douglas Wirth; sister Beverly and husband Scott Lett and sister-
in-law Marilyn Bechert; 18 grandchildren; and 13 great grandchildren. He was

preceded in death by his late wife Dorothy Almond Bechert; parents Fred and Emita
Bechert; siblings Fred, Robert and June Bechert, James Bechert, and Nancy and Reid

Cross.

Tom is best remembered by his family and those who knew him as a man of integrity, kindness,
wit, generosity, and consideration for the needs of others. He cherished not only his children and
grandchildren but the whole extended family and followed all their pursuits with love and

interest. Along with Marge, he was an active member of Calvary United Methodist Church in
Annapolis and loved participating in the choir and in his men's covenant group. He also enjoyed
singing in the Annapolis Chorale for many years. His many interests included crosswords, reading

P. G. Wodehouse, travel, sailing, and playing the piano (especially the Moonlight Sonata, on his
back, upside down).

Tom was born in Stamford, Connecticut, on January 20, 1932. He graduated from Cornell
University in 1954, married his high school sweetheart Dorothy, and served in the U. S. Navy for
two years. He began his engineering career with Burroughs Corporation and then GE in Paoli,

Pennsylvania. Tom earned his Ph.D. at Drexel University in 1970. He found great satisfaction in
teaching at NYU, Virginia Tech, and VMI, and then working at the Defense Communications

Agency in Virginia.

After the death of his wife Dorothy in 1984, Tom was blessed to find new love and joy in his
marriage with Marjorie in 1986. Together they moved to Annapolis, where he joined the faculty of
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the U.S. Naval Academy, teaching in the Weapons and Systems Engineering Department for over
twenty years, retiring as Full Professor in 2006. He took great personal interest in his students'

progress and career development.

A Celebration of Life service will be held on Saturday, March 25, at 2 p.m. at Calvary United

Methodist Church, 301 Rowe Blvd, Annapolis, MD 21401. In lieu of flowers, friends may make a
memorial donation to the church.
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Memorial Service

Calvary United Methodist Church

301 Rowe Blvd., Annapolis MD 21401
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IH Inga Lynn Hughes posted:

I was just missing Dr B and found this :(. He was my mentor at the Defense Communications Agency.

He always told me to “s-l-o-w d-o-w-n” and be careful about my work… He made sure the

algorithms in our simulators were accurate. I was with him when he mourned the passing of his first

wife and then found new love in Marge. I was blessed to have known him!!!

November 16 at 5:30 AM

TF The Shea Family sent a Sacred Duty Spray to the Bechert family.

March 22 at 10:42 AM

BL Beverly Bechert Lett sent a Country Basket Blooms to the Bechert family.

March 21 at 2:32 PM

TP The Team At Brightview Severna Park sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Bechert

family.

March 18 at 8:10 AM

ZG Zaida Gilmour posted:

Such sadness I feel in the passing of Tom. He and Marge and George Gilmour and I were a great

foursome in The Annapolis Chorale and singing in the choir at Calvary United Methodist Church. So

many good times together. They were a big help to me when George died in '10. My deepest

sympathy and love to all, especially Marge..Zaida Gilmour, Black Mountain, NC

March 16 at 7:14 AM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Bechert family.

March 15 at 1:02 PM
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KH Katherine Hilton posted:

Tom and Marge were long time members of the Annapolis Chorale and we missed them very much

when they retired from singing. However, it was always a joy to see them at concerts. Tom was a

dear man and everyone in the Chorale sends love to Marge and the family. - Katherine Hilton

March 13 at 7:14 AM

MD Margaret Damato posted:

When I had the measles and I couldn’t go to the department store and see Santa, Tom called and

pretended to be Santa. I was thrilled! I still remember how wonderful he made me feel…Ho Ho Ho

Uncle Tom!

March 10 at 5:47 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Thomas by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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